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Commons Link�
Newsletter for the Friends of Ludshott and Passfield Commons�

Issue 27 - March  2019�

As the clocks ‘Spring’ forward an hour this issue of the newsletter is published.�

We hope for warm, sunny weather to come and to be able to enjoy the beautiful�
countryside around us.�

So here are a few ideas of things to do especially in the school holidays.�
 Keep safe and enjoy being outside as a family.�

The lakes at Waggoners Wells provide a more intimate setting. Try pond dipping at the shallow margins�
and discover the ‘water bugs’ that live there (don’t fall in). Or throw a coin into the Wishing Well.  All�
collected go towards it’s upkeep.�

Take in the sights, sounds and�
smells� of our Commons during�
the day, and on a clear evening�
watch the stars twinkling.�
There are views from Ludshott�
Common towards the Selborne�

Hangers, the satellite ‘golf�
balls’ at Oakhanger, Butser Hill�
and the South Downs.�

Work out which hill is which!�
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The footpaths on Ludshott Common are sandy because of the underlying rock type. Try spotting the several different kinds of ants�
and beetles which find the edges of these paths their favourite habitat, and watch the silver-studded blue butterflies sipping nectar�
from the heather before laying their eggs.�

Along with the more usual birds that live in our countryside and gardens, which can be heard and seen on the Commons, there are�
special ones that only frequent our heathland habitat - birds like the summer migrant Nightjar, which nests on the ground. This is�
why we ask people to keep their dogs on a lead during nesting season.  And while walking enjoy the “coconut” aroma of the gorse�
blossom.�

Why not have a go at drawing or painting it or any of the other flowers, plants and trees that live on the Commons?�

Create a wonderful artwork, then take a photograph of it, and share it with us at�trustsusan@btinternet.com�

We may even be able to publish your masterpiece in the next issue!�

Again, enjoy being outside as a family, and keep safe.�
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Passfield and Conford News�

Those who walk Passfield Common and Conford Moor will have noticed over the winter that a great�
deal of management has been going on, the cutting of scrub and dealing with the bracken growth.�The�
regular winter tree-safety work has also been carried out and residents will have noticed that there has�
been quite a lot of road-side felling, much in respect of Ash die-back disease. This was described in an�
article in Commons Link issue no. 19, March 2015 downloadable from ntludshott.org.uk.�

In addition, the areas around the ‘veteran’ oak trees have been opened up - ‘haloing’ - which is detailed�
clearing of bramble, holly and the like, to give these ancient trees more space, light and air. In the past,�
this is something which commoners, with their grazing and foraging animals, would have done whilst�
exercising their Common Rights. And some young oaks have also been pollarded.�

At Passfield, for the moment, there are no conservation grazing animals there.  A few months ago, out�
on the Common, the last of the commoner’s Highland cattle herd died peacefully of natural causes.�

‘Jock’ was 25. This was old even for�Highland cattle who have an expected lifespan�
of up to 20 years, which is longer than most other breeds of cattle.  Over the years the�
little herd had bonded very well together so that as its size decreased no replacement�
animals could be introduced.  And ultimately it was felt best if they never left the�
Common.  Any supplementary winter feeding and all health checks were carried out�
on site and thus Jock’s well-being was monitored to the end.�

This recent management work has been undertaken as part of the long-term and�
ongoing conservation and restoration plans for the ecological enhancement of Pass-�
field Common and Conford Moor. Increasingly the ecological condition and manage-�
ment of sites like these comes into play and can be a major factor when planning�
applications for development are made for sites nearby.   We have objected to the�
prposed new houses set out in the planning application for the site at Lynchborough Road which is adjacent to our land.  Passfield�
and Conford is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and a Special Protection Area. This is material to the planning�
application. An argument has been made that the ecological condition is not being maintained as set out by the standards within the�
designation.  However, the clearance of scrub, opening up around the canopy of the older veteran pollarded oaks (and the creation�
of the new pollards) along with work to allow the continuation of grazing by one of the commoners is, and has always been, ongoing�
– but this work now takes on more immediacy for ‘political’ reasons, in addition to its ecological importance.  So as the saying goes�
‘Watch this space!’�

Ludshott News�
This winter’s usual clearance work on Ludshott Common has been completed, but the resurfacing of the main car park on the B3002�
at Dunelm carried out last autumn has caused problems. In our last issue we printed a photograph showing that the contractors were�
doing a really good job using permitted materials as laid down by Natural England. However the heavy rains over the winter�
wreaked havoc, so much so that the car park had to be closed to prevent any further churning up of the surface and possible injury�
to anyone or damage to vehicles. However, as of the beginning of March further work was completed, the car park reopened, and�
we hope that the surfacing problem has been resolved.�

An archaeological survey of the Common was begun over the winter and will continue again through next winter. Members of Liss�
Archaeology, together with some local volunteers, are producing good data for a report which, when completed, will be an important�
addition to our archive and inform our future management. It is hoped that later a walk can be arranged to showcase their findings.�

Waggoners Wells Centenary 1919-2019�
 August Bank Holiday�
Mon. 26th  2.30pm�

‘Historical Dramatic Walk’�
by local historian Jo Smith and his actors�
to celebrate the gift of Waggoners Wells�

in memory of Sir Robert Hunter,�
one of the Trust’s founders.�

Although Ludshott is not in the�
South Downs National Park, as�
part of its Heathlands Reunited�
Project we have had a trained vol-�
unteer Dog Ambassador allocated�
to the Common who, it is hoped�
will be able to engage with dog�
owners on best practice.�

For some months, however, the�
major work for Ludshott has been�

the culmination of the consulta-�
tion work on the way forward�
for the management of the Com-�
mon, resulting in the three Con-�
servation Planning ‘roadshow’�
events scheduled for March�
28�th�, 30�th� and April 1�st� to which�
all Friends, Commoners, neigh-�
bours, and any others interested�
were invited.�
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Registered Charity No. 205846�

DATES for your DIARIES�
For further details of any of the events please see:-�  and Posters on the Commons�
Or Contact:-  Rangers 01428 751338�

 Headley Village Hall GU35 8LJ Doors open 7.30 for 8.00�
Tickets £8.50 to include Ploughman’s Supper�(�Friends of Ludshott £7.50)�

Bring your own drinks�
Raffle, £1 game (bring a £1 coin)�

Tickets available from:�

or phone:  Janet 01428 751980  Susan 01428 751409�

The annual 1½ - 2 hour�walk� on Ludshott Common for glimpses and sounds of wildlife and birds, hopefully including the�
nocturnal Nightjar.�
Meet at Ludshott Common main (Dunelm) car park on B3002 between Headley Down and Grayshott (map ref SU853358).�
Please�wear stout footwear and bring a torch.    £2.00 per person.�

Proceeds from all events will be used locally towards the nature conservation of Ludshott Common,�
and Passfield Common & Conford Moor.�

Christmas Tree Sale 2018 - Sadness and Success�
On Saturday December 8th we held our Christmas Tree sale on another of the mild mornings which we have�

been fortunate enough to enjoy over the past few years.�
The trees yet again were of very good quality, but there were not so many and we were all sold out by 11.30am, but even so raised�
nearly £2000.   As customary there were complimentary mince pies and mulled wine to be enjoyed and for the second year there�
were delightful wooden Christmas Tree decorations on sale.�

It is at this point in the report that we would usually thank for their support everyone who bought a tree, and we would issue the�
invitation to join with us again next year. However, it is with sadness that we have to tell you that the 2018 sale was our last.�

The reason behind this is simple, that by the very success of our management of the Common, we have exhausted the incidental�
supply of good Christmas trees.  Every Christmas tree cut from the Common had grown as a result of natural regeneration. These�
trees, along with other tree and scrub species, are always trying to encroach on to the open lowland heathland which we are legally�
bound to conserve as an endangered habitat. Thus the annual Christmas tree harvest which has been carried out over many years has�
been a vital part of this conservation.�

However the current management system is not as eco-friendly as it�
could be. As is well known, the thinking behind the way forward into a�
future of traditional, sustainable management for Ludshott Common has�
been under discussion and consultation for many years.  Decisions will�
be made soon after the analysis of all the comments received is complet-�
ed, including those made at the final Conservation Planning events held�
at the end of March and beginning of April.�

So once again, we thank you all for your support over the years. The�
money you have contributed to us in buying Christmas Trees has been�
hugely encouraging to us in the nature conservation of Ludshott Com-�
mon, and we trust that we can rely on your continued support and interest�
in its future.�

Tree felling on the common in 2005�


